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GAMING COMMUNITY TRUST — GRANTS 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.05 am]: The Gaming Community 
Trust was established in 1998 for the purpose of collecting unclaimed gambling winnings, principally from keno 
conducted at Burswood Casino. The trust’s role is to consider grants for community projects that are worthy of 
funding, and in practice its focus is on projects that may fall outside the guidelines of other funding organisations 
such as Lotterywest. Responsibility for approving grants rests with me, as minister, and the trust makes 
recommendations to me in this respect. The trust does not have a lot of money, so its practice has been to 
identify one or two worthy projects a year for consideration of funding.  

Earlier this year I announced a grant of $277 728 over three years for the Brightwater Care Group at the 
organisation’s Oats Street premises in East Victoria Park. It was good to have the local member for Victoria Park 
there for the announcement, and for his support of Brightwater. The Brightwater Care Group provides a very 
worthwhile service that gives younger people with disabilities and their carers access to a range of respite 
options. The grant is designed to continue the group’s valuable work in providing holiday programs for younger 
people with disabilities. The Brightwater Care Group was established in 1901 to provide quality care and support 
services for people suffering with disabilities by providing residential, rehabilitation and respite accommodation.  

The grant to the Brightwater Care Group is the second I have approved since becoming minister. The first was a 
grant of $500 000 to the Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation to keep the Leeuwin II sailing ship operational 
and available for youth training programs. Since the Leeuwin II first sailed more than 20 years ago, more than 
23 000 young people have sailed on her and grained invaluable experience in improving their self-confidence 
through learning, teamwork, leadership and social skills. Both these grants really do serve our community well. 
My congratulations go to the people on the Gaming Community Trust for their advice.  

I was greatly impressed by the Brightwater Care Group when I toured its facility on the day of the presentation 
of the grant. What they are doing really touches people’s lives. It is a fantastic program. If we could replicate 
more of those services, we would certainly help our community further.  
 


